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This update provides an overview of the most noteworthy activities of the Sea Grant Educators Network since the September, 2007 meeting at Sea Grant Week in San Diego, CA.  

SGEN Elections:  SGEN Executive Committee Elections were held in December, 2007 to fill the positions of Chair-elect and At-large Member.  Vicki Clark of VA Sea Grant will serve as 2008 Chair-elect.  Nancee Hunter of OR Sea Grant was elected as At-large Member.  The Chair Elect position is a four year commitment to coincide with the SGA President position, which is now reflected in the SGEN By Laws.  The At-large position involves a three year commitment.
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SGEN and IOOS Education:  Building from the 2004 National IOOS Education Workshop, SGEN members have become involved in the development of IOOS Regional Associations around the nation, and have been among the leaders in developing IOOS education for the developing RAs.  The map at right shows states in which SGEN members have been active in IOOS education. Many SGEN members contributed to the special upcoming issue of Current: The Journal of Marine Education, produced by the National Marine Educators Association, which will focus on IOOS education.

SGEN at NSGO and NOAA Office of Education:  Dr. Sharon Walker, MS-AL Director of Education and former SGEN Chair, continues her responsibilities as NOAA Special Projects Education Officer.  As such she will be assisting the Office of Education and the Marine Sanctuary staff members to provide leadership with ocean literacy issues including the successful implementation of the recommendations from the Conference on Ocean Literacy; representing SGEN on the NOAA Education Council; representing NOAA in an advisory capacity to the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative; advising the government on ocean literacy issues through participation with the ORRAP Education Subcommittee; augmenting education and outreach facilitation of the Ocean Observing Systems and the Gulf of Mexico Alliance; representing the SGEN in developing the Sea Grant National Strategic Plan; and representing NOAA by providing leadership to the Gulf of Mexico Education Alliance and coordinating the education activities of the Alliance with Sea Grant's regional research program in the Gulf.

SGEN at NMEA:  The 2008 National Marine Educators Association conference will be held July 21-24 in Savannah, GA.  The annual NMEA conference provides a variety of opportunities for SGEN members to give presentations on Sea Grant education to an international audience, while engaging in a broad spectrum of professional development sessions.  SGEN members have a long history of contributing to the NMEA’s Current: The Journal of Marine Education.  Planning is underway for the annual SGEN business meeting to be held on July 19.

SGEN Executive Committee:  If members of SGA have questions regarding the SGEN, please feel free to contact any of the members of the 2008 SGEN Executive Committee:
· Diana Payne, CT, Chair, diana.payne@uconn.edu 
· Steve Stewart, MI, Past-chair, stew@msu.edu
· Vicki Clark, VA, Chair-elect, vclark@vims.edu 
· Chris Verlinde, FL, Secretary, christinaV@co.santa-rosa.fl.us
· Robin Goettel, IL-IN, At-large, goettel@uiuc.edu 


· Nancee Hunter, OR, At-large, nancee.hunter@oregonstate.edu 

