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General Activities 

· Communications (COM) Network leaders are in the process of finalizing the following two initiatives in an effort to provide communications leaders with better tools for program development and evaluation that will be available via the web:

1) New evaluation criteria for communications omnibus proposal/work plan; and

2) New evaluation standards/guidelines for communications programs.

· COM provided summary documents and initiated discussions with the SGA in support of the NSG Library, in light the uncertainty of NSG funding allocations/Federal budget.

· COM Network leaders reviewed the report from the NOAA Science Advisory Board (SAB), Extension, Outreach and Education Working Group and provided comments to the NAC, specifically the following:
1) Regarding the concern of the perceived marginalization of research, if NOAA supports additional funding in only outreach/education areas: Sea Grant (SG) may consider directing some additional funding to support outreach and education components to research projects. This additional funding could be used to support more graduate students, and possibly other education/outreach efforts aimed at extending NOAA-SG funded research.

2) Sea Grant may also consider placing additional joint NOAA/SG liaisons in selected state SG offices, as well as at the NSGPO with the expectation that the liaisons will engage regularly with their NOAA counterparts. This may address the need for better public outreach for SG and NOAA.
· COM is working with Extension to organize a joint meeting in Seattle, WA, Sept. 9-11 2008.
· COM assisted with the initial organization of the Network Advisory Council (NAC), in consultation with the Sea Grant Association (SGA), Extension and Education Networks.
· COM (Elizabeth LaPorte) is continuing meetings with: NSG - Amy Painter (2 x month) and serving on the Network Advisory Council.
· COM leaders are continuing to use the web-based reporting tool (developed by AK SG) to provide up to four key activities/impacts. The most recent summary report of these updates is below. Note that in the future we hope to provide an archive of these reports via the web for access by the NSGO-NOAA and others in the SG Network.  
State Program Activities & Impacts

Program: National Sea Grant Library

Cynthia Murray, cmurray@gso.uri.edu
Activities/Impacts:
· The National Sea Grant Library (NSGL) provided over 212,200 digital Sea Grant document downloads from its server during the past 6 months.

· The NSGL added 4 Digital Libraries to its Digital Library Series.  Topics include: Global Warming and Climate Change; Seafood Safety and Foodborne Illness; Sea Grant History; and Coral Reefs (in progress).

· Collected, cataloged, and indexed 525 new titles; also added 197 electronic documents to the digital collection. All data files were shared with ASFA and NISC databases to maximize indexing and ensure widespread access.

· Videotape conversion project was initiated and completed. Over 200 videos were transferred to DVD for preservation purposes, as the lifespan of a DVD is considerably greater than videotape.
Program: Alaska Sea Grant

Kurt Byers, kurt.byers@uaf.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· Published Field Guide to Sharks, Skates, and Ratfish of Alaska, by 3 NOAA scientists, one from Texas A&M. Cover art by renowned Alaska artist, Ray Troll. In first weeks, 550 books distributed, yielding income of $6,540.

· Published International Polar Year 2008 Alaska coastal wall calendar. 1,800 distributed. University of Alaska IPY Office bought 200 copies. $11,700 in sales.

· Published 560-page ASG Wakefield Fisheries Symposium proceedings, Biology, Assessment, & Management of North Pacific Rockfishes. Symposium was part of the 2005 American Fisheries Society national conference. 286 distributed.
Program: California Sea Grant

Marsha Gear, mgear@ucsd.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· Published and conducted reader survey for book, Commercial Fisheries of the Santa Barbara Channel and Associated Infrastructure Needs, by California Sea Grant Extension Program.

· Collaborating with two marine advisors on a new climate change outreach program.

· Completing program website redesign, which is due to go live Jan. 28.

· Partnership with NGO and funding from California Coastal Commission will extend rip current and steep beach warning signage along entire California coast.

Program: Delaware Sea Grant

Ron Ohrel, rohrel@udel.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· 2007 Coast Day drew 13,000+ visitors. Highlighted Delaware’s coast and citizens’ relationships with it. Seminars, research demonstrations, exhibits, ship tours, touch tanks, crab cake cook-off.

· Education materials: Horseshoe crab model for K-12 and public; 2008 desk calendar; Coast Day Crab Cake Cookbook, featuring 17 years of award-winning recipes; At Sea e-newsletter; SeaTalk radio PSAs.

· Annual Report to Governor and Public

· Updates DSG research and educational activities. Distributed as an insert in the Wilmington News Journal (118k+ circulation). Also online.

· DSG communicators wrote over 30 press releases, distributed them to an average of 250 different media and news services, and uploaded them to online News Center: [www.ocean.udel.edu/news].

Program: Florida Sea Grant
Dorothy Zimmerman, dozimmer@ufl.edu
Activities/Impacts:
· Through a sonic-tag implant project, researchers are learning more about where prized redfish go when released at tournaments. A web interface let youth anglers follow their released fish by checking periodic updates.

· A first-of-its-kind “Oyster School,” provided key U.S. seafood retailers with comprehensive and practical training for marketing raw oysters from harvest to table. The workshop received extensive broadcast coverage statewide.

· A video has been produced to explain the do’s and don’ts of living with pelicans, in hopes of saving some of the hundreds of Florida's protected brown pelicans that meet a grisly end each year due to interaction with humans.

· The History Channel and Smithsonian Ocean Hall are developing segments on Mahmood Shivji’s novel DNA analysis technique that is helping fisheries managers enforce protective measures for over-fished shark populations.

Program: Georgia Sea Grant
David Bryant, bryantd@uga.edu

Activities/Impacts:
· Georgia Sea Grant installed a four-paneled museum exhibit called “The Endangered Species of Sapelo Island” for the GA DNRs Sapelo Island Visitor’s Center.

· Georgia Sea Grant produced an oral history podcast of the Marine Institute on Sapelo Island to publicize the important research that has developed as a result of the partnership between the Institute and GSG. 

Program: Hawaii Sea Grant
Cindy Knapman, lknapman@hawaii.edu

Activities/Impacts:

· A free guidebook titled "Homeowner's Handbook to Prepare for Natural Hazards" was published. It outlines effective ways to significantly lower risks to lives and property, and 5,000 copies were distributed in the first month.

· Television spots were aired on local news highlighting a new tsunami forecasting model developed by a UH Sea Grant funded researcher. It has provided emergency managers with a tool to reliably estimate waveforms in advance.

Program: Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant
Irene Miles, miles@uiuc.edu

Activities/Impacts:
· Through a widely distributed press release, we informed key audiences of the results of a Sea Grant study that found that flood levels in the Chicago region will be higher than experts predict.

· We have launched a new website (www.ecyclingtools.com) that provides comprehensive information on how to best dispose of old computers and other electronic waste.

· Through posters, press releases, and flyers, we promoted a Sea Grant speaker series on climate change and land use planning that was well attended by the general public.

Program: Louisiana Sea Grant
Roy Kron, rkron@lsu.edu
Activities/Impacts:
· Marsh Mission Interactive Classroom CD completed. Contains narrated presentations, short stewardship messages with Eli and Payton Manning, teacher/student materials. Orders already from across U.S. and some from Canada.

· Aided French TV documentary crew - Sentinelles de la Nature - with their film on Louisiana. Their interviews included LSG agents and former LSG invasive species coordinator. Show scheduled to air in the spring. 

· Handled publicity and media, and aided in coordination, of first-ever Louisiana Levee School. The 3-day program drew 80 elected and appointed officials. Media that covered included BR and NOLA dailies, AP-story made the wire.

· Successfully pitched LSG's Hassan Mashriqui's Cyclone Sidr work. Picked up by national and international media. He provided storm surge models to Bangladesh half-day before the cyclone made landfall. Saved many lives.

Program: Maine Sea Grant
Susan White, susan.white@maine.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· We created displays on Atlantic salmon, the Penobscot River watershed, and the history of recreational fishing, which were installed in new kiosks outside the Penobscot Salmon Club, in partnership with NOAA-NMFS.

· The summer issue of Friends of Acadia Journal contains an article about Sea Grant research on sea-run brook trout, written by our science writer. A similar article appeared in the National Park Service’s Year in Review.

· In partnership with Hawaii and 11 other Sea Grant programs, we produced Access to the Waterfront: Issues and Solutions Across the Nation, an unprecedented report highlighting the widespread nature of coastal access issues.

· An article by our science writer about the history of the Coast Survey, in honor of the NOAA 200th anniversary, was published in the August issue of The Working Waterfront. Two additional media outlets reprinted the article.

Program: Maryland Sea Grant
Jack Greer, greer@mdsg.umd.edu
Activities/Impacts:
· Maryland Sea Grant has prepared a draft rapid response plan for aquatic invasive species for Maryland.  This draft will be used as a template for the development of response plans for all the states in the Mid-Atlantic.

· Maryland Sea Grant˙s new 800-page book on the blue crab was reviewed and recommended by Choice magazine, a premier source for academic reviews. Choice reaches almost every undergraduate U.S. college and university library.

· Chesapeake Quarterly, Maryland Sea Grant˙s magazine on marine science, education, and policy, has won a second grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust of nearly $15,000 to support its production, distribution, and online format.

· Maryland Sea Grant has published the 30th anniversary issue of Chesapeake Quarterly, with articles tracking the evolution of marine science over three decades and detailing the role of key researchers and decision-makers.

Program: Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Andrea Cohen, alcohen@mit.edu
Activities/Impacts:
· Developed and launched comprehensive online proposal process system.

· Implemented wiki technology for enhanced collaboration in regional invasive species project.

· Created and published new booklet on AUV Lab, focusing on current and future technologies.

· Created and distributed 2008 calendar, highlighting 12 current MITSG projects/programs.

Program: Michigan Sea Grant
Elizabeth LaPorte, elzblap@umich.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· Continuing to work with extension on outreach related to avian botulism. The avain botulism web site is now widely used by Michigan Department of Natural Resources and the Department of Environmental Quality, the media and others, see www.miseagrant.umich.edu/habitat/avial.html
· Assisting with web relational database effort to allow users to search all MSG publications. This effort will ensure that users will have access to the full suite of research/outreach/education publications.

· Assisting efforts to expand the shrink-wrap recycling effort, in collaboration with extension, including developing a survey for marina operators and solid waste facility managers to assess possible barriers to recycling, see www.miseagrant.umich.edu/cmp/cmp-recycle.html.
Program: Minnesota Sea Grant
Marie Zhuikov, mzhuikov@umn.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· Hosted two science media briefings during the Making a Great Lake Superior conference, which led to stories in many regional media outlets. The conference attracted 450 participants, including MN Governor Tim Pawlenty.

· Earned an APEX "award of excellence" for the design of "Building Superior Coastal Communities," a booklet that helps Lake Superior residents understand sustainable development options.

· Partnered with KUWS Radio to provide Sea Grant stories that reach 33,000 listeners with programs every two weeks. They are also on the web: http://www.seagrant.umn.edu/superior/radio/.

· Published A Field Guide to Fish Invaders of the Great Lakes Region, a color pocket guide to assist private and public fisheries personnel in identifying and reporting invasive fish. Over 6,000 guides have been distributed.
Program: Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant
Melissa Schneider, melissa.schneider@usm.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· MS-AL Sea Grant worked with LA Sea Grant to publicize a marine debris mapping Web site (http://gulfofmexico.marinedebris.noaa.gov). About 450 Internet sources and mediums sent 42,588 visits to the site from Jan. to Oct. 2007.
Program: New Hampshire Sea Grant
Steve Adams, steve.adams@unh.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· Sea Grant is working with the NH Estuaries Project and the other Sea Grant programs from Maine to New York to develop and distribute 10,000 MIS kits with Chinese Mitten Crab reporting information to commercial fishermen.

· NH Sea Grant helped convene and hosted an international symposium on haddock conservation, harvesting and management in October 2007 and produced a report on the event.

· NH Sea Grant and UNH Cooperative Extension sponsored a conference on the benefits and risks of eating seafood in November 2007. The event featured experts from around the country and drew over 100 health professionals.

· NH Sea Grant is developing a database that will include complete information on its activities since 1990. It will be available to the public via the NHSG web site and will serve as a management tool for the program.
Program: New Jersey Sea Grant
Kim Kosko, kkosko@njmsc.org
Activities/Impacts:

· Unveiled 6 coastal education interpretive signs in Belmar, NJ in Nov. 2007.  The signs continued the Treasure Trail series created in 2005 to teach beachgoers about the historic and natural treasures of the Jersey Shore.

· Coordinated Chronic Risk of Global Climate Change to Urban Coasts and Economies, a 2-day workshop focusing on the impacts of sea level rise on urban coastal communities.  The workshop attracted experts from around the globe. 

· Established a scholarship fund to honor NJ Extension Agent Stew Tweed, who passed away in Feb. 2007, by recognizing his service to NJ’s commercial fishing industry and his role in revitalizing NJ’s oyster populations.

Program: North Carolina 

Katie Mosher, katie_mosher@ncsu.edu
Activities/Impacts:
· First of three Coastwatch on NC Now stories aired on UNC-TV. View a 7-minute segment on stream restoration: www.unctv.org/coastwatch. Follow topic link for the video, print story and educational links. Next up: Finding Fish. 

· A senior public relations class at the UNC-Chapel Hill developed Coastwatch marketing plans as "capstone" projects. We are reviewing their innovative tools and suggestions to help us expand our subscriber base. 

· Web site debuted for NC Coastal Resources Law, Planning and Policy Center: www.nccoastallaw.org. Launch coincided with the "Shape of the Coast 2007" meeting hosted by UNC School of Law, and cosponsored by the Center and NCSG.

· NC Association of Government Information Officers honored E-Ching Lee, NC Sea Grant science communications fellow in 2006-07, with first place in feature writing. Sea Grant's Coastwatch magazine won second for publications.

Program: Ohio Sea Grant

Jill Jentes Banicki, jentes.1@osu.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· OH Sea Grant was featured in OSU’s promotional campaign in 2007, a video showcasing the University’s top assets. This became one of first three OSU programs highlighted on the Big Ten Network; national audience of 30 million.

· Ohio Sea Grant’s web site hits increased by more than 75% in 2007 (from 2006) to 10.8 million, with unique visitors increasing by 60%. The online discussion board increased to 90,000 hits per month, a 60% increase from 2006.

· Because of added media relations efforts from Communications, Ohio Sea Grant’s overall media coverage has increased by more than 20% to 320+ articles in 2007; this after a 30% increase in 2006.

· Ohio Sea Grant obtained more OSU exposure via Univ. media and departments in latter 2007, including 2 splash pages on OSU’s main site (20,000 hits/feature); 2 OSU e-mag features (215,000subscriber); 1/6 of college annual report.
Program: Oregon Sea Grant

Joe Cone, joe.cone@oregonstate.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· OSG has begun an innovative relationship with Ore. Public Broadcasting, leading a statewide opinion survey about invasive species and assisting OPB TV in development of a related media campaign. A national model is foreseen.
· OSG continues to pioneer use of Web "blogs" for program staff and wikis for program collaboration. Joining the "Ocean Learning" video podcasts on iTunes are a new series of podcast interviews, "Communicating climate change."
Program: Puerto Rico Sea Grant
Camille Martinez-Krawiec, camillemk@gmail.com
Activities/Impacts:
· Coordinated and produced all the materials for the 4th Marine Adventure: From School to Sea at Playa Rosada. Over 200 students attended and participated in activities incl. water quality testing & sand classification.

· Published a book of poems with audio CD about local fishers that captures the history of fishing culture and local ecological knowledge in PR. This book reaches new audiences to convey the importance of marine resources in PR

· Translated and published Guardarenas, (orig. Sandwatch by UNESCO.) an education manual which teaches about the fragility of beaches and changes habits of communities by working together to evaluate beaches thru fieldwork.

Program: Rhode Island Sea Grant

Malia Schwartz, malias@gso.uri.edu
Activities/Impacts:
· Science for Ecosystem-Based Management: Narragansett Bay in the 21st Century has arrived! The book represents the findings, discussion, and synthesis of the work presented at the 2004 Rhode Island Sea Grant Science Symposium (renamed the Ronald C. Baird Sea Grant Science Symposium).

· 7th Annual Ronald C. Baird Sea Grant Science Symposium: This year’s symposium on “Sound Connections: The Science of Rhode Island and Block Island Sounds” will be held October 20–22, 2008, on Block Island, R.I. 

· 41°N: A Publication of Rhode Island Sea Grant and the URI Coastal Institute: The magazine covers the research, outreach, and education activities of our two programs. The most recent issue, “Mapping Narragansett Bay,” featured a special section on the BayMap/MapCoast Partnership..

· eNewsletter: The Rhode Island Sea Grant e-newsletter, launched in March 2007, offers us regular opportunities to keep our constituents abreast of program offerings and activities. See: seagrant.gso.uri.edu/newsletter.
· An Ecological Profile of the Narragansett Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, is a comprehensive site profile, which will serve as an important resource about the Reserve and surrounding Narragansett Bay. See the entire profile on-line at www.nbnerr.org/profile.htm.
Program: South Carolina Sea Grant 

Susan Ferris Hill, susan.ferris.hill@scseagrant.org
Activities/Impacts:

· The CIS dept. published Coastal Heritage, “Our Changing Waterfronts.” Currently in production is Coastal Heritage, “Breaking the Chains,” which commemorates the 200-yr anniversary of the end of the transatlantic slave trade.

· CIS has worked on the development and launch of the S.C. Coastal Information Network Web portal, www.sccoastalinfo.org. The portal offers a calendar-based listing of training opportunities and resources for decision-makers.

· Items in production include: SOK Report on South Carolina Impoundments, Tidal Creek Ecosystems, and the SCSGC 2004-2006 biennial report. These products will be used for outreach to constituents in support of our mission.

Program: University of Southern California Sea Grant 

Phyllis Grifman, grifman@usc.edu
Activities/Impacts:


· Over thirty California Dept. of Fish and Game wardens attended a workshop on identifying invasives, allowing better enforcement of state law on import of prohibited species.  Based on USC's DVD and identification keys.

· White paper by USC ports extension specialist James Fawcett on community-based decision-making for port environmental and development programs embraced by stakeholders and administrators concerned with Port of L.A.

· Calif. Water and Land Use Partnership provides key materials on LID and green development to municipal and state decision makers.  Materials provide a "tool kit" for responsible and resilient local planning. 

Program: Washington Sea Grant

Dan Williams, dw7@u.washington.edu
Activities/Impacts:

· Revised the publication “Gathering Safe Shellfish in Washington State.” Sold 1,000 copies to state Department of Fish and Wildlife and 500 copies to Pierce County, to be distributed by their agents in the field. 

· Instituted WSG Science Writing Fellowship. One student is selected for each of three quarters during academic year. Fellows work with WSG Communications and a UW science-writing instructor on WSG writing assignments.

· Developed partnerships and created revenue by producing reports for Puget Sound Nearshore Partnership and Joint Institute for the Study of the Atmosphere and Ocean, organizations with missions similar to WSG’s.

· Worked with Alaska Sea Grant to revise the Fishermen's Direct Marketing Manual, designed to help commercial fishermen improve their businesses and directly market their catch to retailers and consumers.
Program: Wisconsin Sea Grant
Stephen Wittman, swittman@aqua.wisc.edu
Activities/Impacts:
· The last 4 of 8 Climate Change seminars were held last fall and "movies" of each presentation (PowerPoint slides + recorded audio narrative) have been added to the project website (http://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/ClimateChange).

· Great Lakes Sea Grant Network Program Leaders recognized 11 WISG staff with the 2007 "Superior Outreach Programming Award" for organizing and hosting the 8th International Conference on Mercury as a Global Pollutant in 2006.

· WISG staff actively participated in last fall's national Sea Grant strategic planning meeting in San Diego, Great Lakes Sea Grant Network outreach workshop in Chicago, and “Making a Great Lake Superior” conference in Duluth.

· Communications staff contributed to preparing Wisconsin's 2008-10 omnibus proposal & implementation plan and submitting our 2007-08 annual report via NIMS. The process of hiring a new science writer will be completed soon.
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