Jim: How many of you are from out of town? I won’t ask where you are from. As I taught my children one day when I overheard them asking a new neighbor where he was from. “You should never ask somebody that question. If he’s from Texas, he’ll tell you. And if he isn’t, you shouldn’t embarrass him.”

Proper use of “Ya’ll”
Ya’ll is singular, All Ya’ll is plural and All Ya’ll’s is plural possessive.

Proper use of “fixin”

“Fixin’ to” is one of the first phrases Texas children learn. “Fixin’” is a verb like no other. For example, Terry, have you sent the omnibus proposal to the National Office yet?

Terry: No. but I’m fixin’ to.

Fixin’ to implies that Terry, while not engaged in the task at hand, is making preparations to do so. Fixin’ is an active term and is more reassuring to Bob than the phrases “I will” or “I plan to.”

Yeeha and Yahoo

These terms are not interchangeable.

When you are really excited or want to express great joy, you say Yeeha!

Yahoo is used in one of three contexts:

· In reference to the soft drink Mountain Dew

· In reference to an Internet directory

· Or talkin’ ‘bout somebody from the northern portions of the country who comes here thinkin’ he knows a lot ‘bout a lot, but who doesn’t know the difference between yeeha and yahoo.

Common terms

Is all — a way to end a sentence.

Terry: “I went to the beer joint after work, is all.”

And stuff — Another way to end a sentence, but only if the sentence lists more than one thing and you think the list should be longer, but you can’t think of any other things.

Terry: “She sure is pretty and nice and stuff.”

Tump — A mix of tip and dump. 

Terry: “I tumped my dinner on the floor.”

Big-Ass — Means Big. The “ass” part just makes it seem bigger. 

Terry: “I made a big-ass mess when I tumped my dinner on the floor.

Bass ackwards  — The opposite of forward.

Terry — “I told that boy how to fix my hay bailer, but he got it bass ackwards.”

Boy Hidy — An affirmation.


Jim: “This little skit sure stinks.”


Terry: “Boy hidy.”

Full as a tick — Having obtained a delightful sufficiency of food. To be satiated.


Jim: Terry, are you going back to the buffet?


Terry: No, I’m fuller than a tick.

Snatch you bald — What Texas mothers threaten to do to children who are crass enough to use phrases like “fuller than a tick.”

Good Lord willin’; and the creek don’t rise.

Fair to Middlin’, I reckon.

Phrases you don’t want to hear when someone is talking about you

Some phrases need no translation …

Terry:

He’s so lost he couldn’t find his butt with two hands and a road map

He’s so drunk he couldn’t hit a bull inn the butt withy a banjo

She’s so buck-tooth she could eat corn on the cob through a chicken wire fence

He’s so bow-legged he looks like an eggbeater walking toward you

Her butt is so big that if someone told her to haul ass, she’d have to make two trips

You couldn’t pour rain out of a boot with a hole in the toe and directions on the heel.

While other phrases need bit more explaining.

Terry: “ He’s all eat up with dumb .”

Jim: “He is not particularly intelligent.”

Terry: “His cornbread ain’t quite cooked in the middle.”

Jim: “I do not believe he is in full possession of his mental faculties.”

Terry: “She’s nothin’ I’d want to send my saddle home over.”

Jim: “That young lady is of below average attractiveness.”

Phrases you do want to hear when someone is talking about you

Terry: She’d do to haul in daylight.

Jim: That young lady is of above average attractiveness. I believe I will pursue a social relationship with her.

Looks like she’d have some pretty hot chili

Phrases that need translating:

Terry: “That boy is all hat and no cattle.”

Jim: “I do not believe that young man do the things he claims he can.”

Terry: “He’s shaking hands with old stony lonesome.”

Jim: “He has passed away.”

Terry: “Don’t mind him. He’s readin’ love stories and drinkin’ lemonade.”

Jim: “That young man is engaged in innocent, non-stressful pursuits.”

Terry: “That’s pert near but not plumb.”

Jim: “That is almost perfect, but not quite.”

Terry: “The only thing s in the middle of the road are yellow lines and dead armadillos.”

Jim: “Don’t expect moderation in our views or attitudes.”

Terry: “It’s fixin’ to come a frog strangler.”

Jim: “It is about to begin raining heavily.”

Helpful hints:
· Don’t order a steak at the waffle house. They serve breakfast 24 hours a day. Let them cook what they know.

· Don’t order a bottle of pop or a can of soda. Down here it’s called Coke, regardless if it is Dr. Pepper, Pepsi, Sprite or whatever.

· At breakfast, don’t order wheat toast. Eat biscuits as God intended.

· The best parking is determined by shade ..... not distance.

· Don’t squat when your wearin’ spurs.

· Be advised that in Texas, "He needed killin' " is a valid defense.

· Don't be surprised to find movie rentals and bait in the same store. Don't buy food at this store.

· Any reference to our women being corn fed will get you shot.

· When you order steak, don’t count on it being prepared rare, medium or well done. We only cook it one way — knock its horns off, wipe its nasty ol’ butt and chunk it right down on the plate.

· If by chance you happen to be ridin’ in a truck with a Texan who says, “Hang on to my beer and watch this,” chances are your next stop will be either the hospital or visiting old stoney lonesome.

