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Senate FY2003 Appropriations Request


The U.S. has the world’s largest jurisdiction over ocean area and the resources it contains, an area greater than the entire U.S. landmass. This represents enormous potential for food production, biomedical advances, economic development, and responsible use of marine, coastal, and Great Lakes resources.

· Sea Grant uses science and education to create economic opportunity based on the proper use and long-term stewardship of the nation’s marine, coastal and Great Lakes resources.

· Over 300 Sea Grant institutions across 31 programs collaborate to respond to issues of national and regional importance using partnerships which bring together federal, state and private sectors for extraordinary return on a small federal investment. Studies show that each federal dollar is leveraged tenfold or more in private sector economic development -- often in small businesses.

· The Sea Grant investment supports peer-reviewed research and provides critical information and new technologies to stakeholders in businesses, government, and to the general public. Sea Grant also educates many of our nation’s marine scientists and provides strong educational and outreach elements to bring the results of science to practical benefits.

· Strategic planning by Sea Grant has identified the following priority areas: aquaculture, marine biotechnology, coastal hazards, coastal communities and economies, education and human resources, fisheries, ecosystems and habitat, ocean and coastal technologies, the urban coast and seafood safety.

Sea Grant -- FY 2003


Sea Grant is a national program for directing top-quality science toward fundamental problems with the solutions designed for use in real-world settings. Performance standards resulting from the Government Performance and Results Act are fully embodied in the Sea Grant process. Sea Grant uses strategic plans and annual performance reports, progress is measured against practical outcomes and expert reviews are used in research and education program evaluation. Sea Grant also places a high priority on human resource development at both the collegiate and citizen level, it cooperates with many other federal, state, and local agencies, and it continually examines its processes to revise and improve them.


The heart of Sea Grant is its “core program,” consisting of a balance among merit-reviewed research, education and outreach activities. Nearly one-half of total Sea Grant funding comes from non-federal sources such as state and local governments, industry, and citizens. Sea Grant has a thirty-year track record of consistent accomplishment, scientific advancement, and successes that benefit citizens nationwide. Sea Grant is a national leader in aquaculture and marine biotechnology.

Action Requested for FY 2003

· Sea Grant should receive its authorized level of appropriations of $68.8M.  Sea Grant’s FY 2002 appropriation was $62.4M.  

· The Senate Commerce Committee, Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere and Fisheries is circulating a letter in support of Sea Grant appropriations. All Senators are urged to sign. For further information and to sign this letter contact Peter Fippinger, majority staff at 224.4912, or Stephanie Bailensen, minority staff at 224-8172.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For additional information about the National Sea Grant College Program, contact the Sea Grant Association:


M. Richard DeVoe, SGA President, 843.727.2078, Rick.Devoe@scseagrant.org

James C. Cato, SGA External Relations Committee Chair, 352.392.5870, jcato@mail.ifas.ufl.edu

Bob Stickney, SGA President-Elect, 979.845.3854, stickne@unix.tamu.edu
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